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YWCA Lower Cape Fear Receives $50,000 Grant to Expand
Domestic Violence and Financial Abuse Programs
WILMINGTON,NC––YWCA Lower Cape Fear has received a $50,000 grant from The Allstate Foundation to
improve the personal financial literacy of domestic violence survivors. It will use the funds to implement
the Purple Purse Moving Ahead Through Financial Empowerment curriculum developed by The Allstate
Foundation that teaches participants how to identify financial abuse and how to build fundamental skills
they need to become financially self-sufficient. The much-needed funds aim to expand financial
empowerment services for approximately 200 survivors in the Lower Cape Fear area.
These much-needed funds will expand financial literacy education for survivors of domestic violence in the
New Choices Economic Empowerment program and other survivors in the community who rely on the
YWCA for support services.
“Domestic violence impacts 1 in 4 women in the US every year, but in North Carolina that figure changes to
1 in 3 women who experience abuse at the hands of their partner. In most cases, survivors report financial
abuse as well, adding to the extreme difficulty they face in removing themselves from abusive
relationships. Sixty percent of our New Choices program participants are survivors of domestic violence or
financial abuse. Our goal is to educate and empower these survivors to get their lives back on track
emotionally and financially,” said Charrise Hart, YWCA Lower Cape Fear CEO.
Financial abuse occurs in 99 percent of domestic violence cases. Abusers deny victims access to money,
ruin their credit by stealing their identity, or harass them at work so they lose their jobs. Without resources
of their own, victims are often unable to care for themselves and their families, to find employment and
housing, or to save for the future. Most victims who participate in YWCA domestic violence programs have
no money or any other financial resources when they arrive.
YWCA Lower Cape Fear was selected for the grant because of its ongoing commitment to ending financial
abuse, domestic abuse and violence in all its forms. The Moving Ahead Through Financial Empowerment
curriculum teaches participants how to recognize financial abuse, build and use or repair credit, create a
budget, teach strategies for effectively managing personal finance, and prepare participants for
opportunities for financial growth through microenterprise solutions.
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The Allstate Foundation Purple Purse is the longest-running national campaign focused on ending
domestic violence through a proven solution: financial empowerment services for survivors. The Allstate
Foundation offers a free comprehensive financial literacy tool designed specifically for survivors, the
Purple Purse Moving Ahead Through Financial Management curriculum, on PurplePurse.com.
Nationally, YWCA is the largest network of domestic violence service providers and YWCA USA is proud to
call The Allstate Foundation a partner. YWCA Lower Cape Fear’s New Choices program has worked to
support women taking steps toward financial independence and self-sufficiency since 1985. The program
aims to help women build a strong economic base through learned financial fundamentals, empower
women to make informed financial decisions to create impactful change in their lives, open opportunities
for microenterprise loan assistance, and provide guidance in the development of short-term and longterm financial planning skills.

###
About The Allstate Foundation
Established in 1952, The Allstate Foundation is an independent, charitable organization made possible by
subsidiaries of The Allstate Corporation (NYSE: ALL). Through partnerships with nonprofit organizations across the
country, The Allstate Foundation brings the relationships, reputation and resources of Allstate to support innovative
and lasting solutions that enhance people’s well-being and prosperity. With a focus on building financial
independence for domestic violence survivors, empowering youth and celebrating the charitable community
involvement of Allstate agency owners and employees, The Allstate Foundation works to bring out the good in
people’s lives. For more information, visit www.AllstateFoundation.org.
About YWCA
YWCA is on a mission to eliminate racism, empower women, stand up for social justice, help families, and strengthen
communities. We are one of the oldest and largest women's organizations in the nation, serving over 2 million
women, girls, and their families.
YWCA has been at the forefront of the most pressing social movements for 160 years — from voting rights to civil
rights, from affordable housing to pay equity, from violence prevention to health care reform. Today, we combine
programming and advocacy in order to generate institutional change in three key areas: racial justice and civil rights,
empowerment and economic advancement of women and girls, and health and safety of women and girls.
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